
 April showers bring May flowers. 
April tends to be the month of showers, 
tornadoes and sometimes weather.  
 The month of April was no different 
for Faith, not because of showers or torna-
does but because of the whirlwind of ac-
tivity happening this past month.  Easter, 
the Blood Drive (See “Teens to Seniors 
Donate,” page 7), two Rebuilding Days 
with multiple days of preparation (See 
“Faith Memorial Rebuilds Together,” 
below), and bringing the month to an end 
in “style” was the annual Relay for Life 
Style Show. 
 Young women (who were in recent 
memory young girls) to a “hot retired 
grandma” were in the group of those mod-
eling styles from the Dress Barn.  (Now, 
don’t you wish you had attended?)  For 
many the models are the best part of the 

event, since the models are chosen from 
FMLC members and others who come to 

(See “’Til After Five,” page 6) 
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 If you never get past the headlines, 
you may not appreciate the list of “Special 
Events” that are included on page 9 in 
each edition of THE FAITHFUL REPORTER.   
 Depending on the month, there are 
events listed for the current month plus at 
least several events in the next month (or 
two as space allows).   
 The goal is to help members “save 
the date” and plan to participate in special 
events, including worship services, com-
munity outreach events, bible classes, and 
the like. 
WHAT’S HAPPENING!! BOARD 
 The new, mostly empty (at least up to 
now) bulletin board in the narthex, near 
the mailslots, will be used in much the 
same way. 
 In a very simple way upcoming 
events will be listed for the next several 
months, with a minimal amount of infor-
mation.  Posters and additional informa-
tion will be posted on either side of that 
simple listing. 

(See “Planning Ahead,” page 4) 
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 The last two weekends of April, Faith 
Memorial members and friends helped 
make a huge difference in the lives of low-
income homeowners in Valparaiso and 
Chesterton. 
 These members joined the work of 
Rebuilding Together Valparaiso for its 
Rebuilding Day 
on April 17 and 
then Rebuilding 
Together Dune-
land for its Re-
building Day on 
April 24. 
TOOLSHED 
 Pastor Albers 
has been serving 
as the “Tools and 
Materials Coordi-
nator” for RT Val-
paraiso for the last 
several years. 
 Last year 
FMLC members 
“staffed” the tool-
shed for the work-
day, a job they 

took on again this year.  The result was 
that every work crew had access to the 
tools and other materials necessary to 
complete the work at their location. 
 Additionally, Dave Pilz and David 
Albers served as “House Captains” to 

(See “Rebuilding Days,” page 6) 

FAITH MEMORIAL REBUILDS TOGETHER 
Church members join hundreds of others in annual effort 

Kathy Kreps, Micah Nord, and Dorothy and Ken Kehe chat it up with Con-
gressman Pete Visclosky who stopped by the RT “Tool Shed which FMLC 
members staffed the weekend of April 16-18. 

STYLES ‘TIL AFTER FIVE 
Event Raises Funds for Relay for Life 

Linda Berner and her sister visit with Sherri 
Nord and her daughters at the Style Show on 
Sunday, April 25. 



“RISKY” … “CONTROVERSIAL” …  
 “It’s been an interesting month in Liberty Township, my 
home town…”  Okay, so I’m no Garrison Kiellor, but I do love 
to tell stories, especially when those stories aren’t fiction, but 
concern real ministry in real time. 
 I was struggling, as I often do, to think of a topic for this 
perspective, until just at the last minute as the newsletter was 
“going to the presses”, so to speak.  In the last week or so there 
have been more than a few instances where I have come across 
an observation that something would be “risky” or 
“controversial” or even “dangerous.”  The observation came with 
a warning to be careful and we (I) should probably avoid it. 
 Then I realized something: God’s people are called to live in 
the place that is just that: “risky”, “controversial”, and 
“dangerous”, at least if we are going to be following our Lord 
and Savior.  He didn’t spend much time in the “safe” zone. 
EXAMPLES 
 One example is our current book study on Sunday mornings. 
While most participants wished an opportunity to engage some-
thing which they considered enlightening and helpful, even trans-
formational.  I heard from others, theologians and pastors, that 
the book (“The Shack” by William Paul Young) was borderline 
heretical and to study it was, at least, “risky.”  I agree. 
 In several conversations concerning the planned “Stand 
Against Racism” on Sunday, May 23, it was pointed out that 
such a stand was potentially “controversial.”  I countered that 
such a peaceful stand should never be considered as such by 
God’s people.  Then I realized they were right. 
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WEDNESDAY WOMEN — The luncheons of the 
Wednesday Women are opportunities for informal fellowship.   
The group now will be meeeting for lunch at 11:30am on the 
first Wednesday of March, June, September, and December. 
Contact Linda Berner, 462-2774, if you would like to be 
included on her list of “regulars” to be called each quarter.   

Friends and family who are not an active part of the Faith 
Memorial family are WELCOME!  Please invite them to join 
the group. 
GRAPE CLUSTER — Members of the cluster gathered 
recently at the home of Jay and Roxanne Gottleber. Cluster 
members should check their schedules for the next gathering 
of the cluster. 
WOMEN WANTING WISDOM — The group met last in 
February, but on the 2nd Wednesday (so as to avoid a conflict 
with Ash Wednesday.)  They concluded their discussion of 
“The Shack,” by William P. Young. 
The group does plan to meet again soon.  The “usual” date 
would be the third Wednesday, May 19.  However, be sure to 
check the Sunday morning Announcements for a schedule of 
the next gathering. 
YOUTH NEWS — Members of the Senior Youth Group 
continue to make plans for participation in the National 
Youth Gathering in the summer of 2010. 

The youth are currently selling candy and having “Stock 
Sales” so that members and friends can “invest” in individual 
youth as they help send them to the gathering this summer.  
Be sure to watch for your opportunity to help the youth attend 
the gathering later this summer. 

The group is currently under the guidance of Debbie Schnei-
der with help from Deb Gustafson and a host of others.  A 
planning group meets on the FIRST Sunday of each month 
immediately following the 10:45am service to plan events. 
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 In more than one instance during the Rebuilding Days in 
Valparaiso and Chesterton it was observed that “getting into that 
would be dangerous.”  The observation was most often directed 
at a necessary home repair and the possibility that one thing 
could lead to another and another and another leaving workers on 
site until very late in the afternoon.  “Dangerous,” yes.  We were 
at Judy’s house until almost 6:00pm.  But Judy now has a new 
working cooktop in place of the decades-old broken one.  
GOD’S DESIGN 
 We have, I would argue, turned Christianity … a radical, 
difficult, challenging way of life … into a safe and secure, 
mostly uplifting and helpful reality which is mostly designed to 
be to our benefit.  God’s design, I would also argue, is for some-
thing much different … risky, controversial, and even dangerous. 
 We study together as God’s people that which will stretch 
our way of considering God and our life together.  We make a 
public confession together concerning that which some would 
rather just let work itself out somehow.  We work together in 
some ways that might entangle us with those in need. 
 This is God’s design for discipleship.  It’s a design that I 
pray can be all the more evident at Faith Memorial Lutheran 
Church in the days and weeks and months to come. 
 That is my perspective of life among God’s people at Faith 
Memorial Lutheran Church.  What’s yours? 

Pastor John Albers 

Answer: “The word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God.” 



THOUGHTS FROM THE DEACONESS 
 “The Lord’s Prayer” 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.   Give us today our daily bread . . . 

 He, she – it is hard to know what gender the backyard squirrel happens to be.  So, for want of a 
better name, Fluffy had found a taste of heaven on earth.  Through some miraculous means, a pile of 
nuts had shown up on the patio.  This patio is a regular stop in Fluffy’s routine.  Things appear on 
this patio.  Sometimes it is apples for the local rabbit or it may be nuts for Fluffy.  But the nuts today 
were extra special.  These nuts had no shells.  No cracking required.  A squirrel could just sit and eat.  
The patio also happens to be a protected space from predators.  So, surely heaven 
had arrived today for Fluffy. 
 Fluffy got right to work on those nuts.  One eaten and one stored in the 
mouth.  Then to the yard to bury the one carried in the mouth.  Back to the 
patio.  One eaten and one buried.  The buried ones received special attention.  
First, find the right spot in the yard; second, dig a little hole; third, place the nut 
in the hole; fourth, cover the nut with dirt; and finally, rearrange the grass that 
had been disturbed.  Back to the patio.  Not every nut in the pile was taken care 
of in one day.  Just enough were eaten to fill the stomach and just enough were 
buried to prepare for winter.  Tomorrow is another day for eating and storing.  
There will be food as needed. 
 Now there are other squirrels that wander through that yard.  They may be lucky and find the 
same pile of nuts.  Sometimes little skirmishes take place, especially if Fluffy is present.  But the 
same eating and storing occurs.  No little red flags are placed in the yard to mark where the nuts are 
buried.  The nuts are not branded with Fluffy’s monogram or any other squirrel’s.  When winter 
comes and food is scarce, the buried nuts are for the eating.  No matter who did the work of storing 
and burying, whichever squirrel is hungry, the nuts are available. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  While Fluffy and the other squirrels don’t know where the nuts 
come from, we do.  We know who gives the animals and us our daily bread.  But when we pray this 
petition, we pray not only for ourselves.  This petition puts us both on our knees to ask for our daily 
bread and on our feet, that others, though us, may have their daily bread.   
 We work the soil and plant the seeds.  We harvest the corn and milk the cows.  We work in can-
ning factories and food distribution centers.  We eat only what we need at our meals and no more.  

We waste no food and we compost what is not edible.  We put extra food in our 
grocery baskets for the food pantry.  We make extra servings of the casserole 

for the elderly neighbor next door.  We eat brown bag lunches and give the 
money we saved to food relief organizations.  We . . . 

 We join with God in giving the world the daily bread it needs, and 
even nuts for a squirrel. 

Becky Graef, Deaconess 
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SUBMISSIONS 
NECESSARY! 

Submissions of articles and 
news items are absolutely 
necessary for THE FAITHFUL  
REPORTER to be an efficient 
and helpful publication.  
Thanks to those who continue 
to submit regular articles.  
Each board chairperson and 
officer should consider 
submitting regular updates on 
the activity of his or her 
board or office.  Everyone is 
invited to participate. 

THE FAITHFUL REPORTER is the 
primary communication resource 
for the people of Faith Memorial 
Lutheran Church, Valparaiso, 
Indiana. 

–––––––––––––––––––– 
THE FAITHFUL REPORTER is 
published monthly throughout 
the year.  Officers, board 
chairpersons, and other members 
or friends of Faith Memorial are 
encouraged to submit articles on 
upcoming events, updates on 
congregation activities, and 
items of interest for our 
members and friends.  Deadline 
for submission of articles is the 
2nd last Tuesday of each month.  
Content of articles and other 
submissions must be in harmony 
with the mission of the 
congregation and serve to 
promote unity and fellowship 
among God’s people. 

–––––––––––––––––––– 
Editor: Rev. John M. Albers 
Church Secretary: Debbie Lamb 
 

Send address and other 
corrections to: 

THE FAITHFUL REPORTER 
753 N. Calumet Av. 

(Old Hwy. 49) 
Valparaiso, IN  46383-7903 

(219) 462-7684 
 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30am–3:30pm 
–––––––––––––––––––– 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Embraced by God  
through the Gospel  

of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
we share hope and healing 

within and throughout  
our community. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Unless otherwise noted, all services are from the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

 Day Time & Service Time & Service 

May 2 Easter 5 8:00am, Morning Prayer 
with Paschal Blessing 

10:45am, Holy Communion 

May 9 Easter 6 8:00am, Holy Communion 10:45am, Morning Prayer 
with Paschal Blessing 

May 13 Ascension of Our Lord 

May 16 Easter 7 8:00am, Morning Prayer 
with Paschal Blessing 

10:45am, Holy Communion 

May 23 Day of Pentecost 8:00am, Holy Communion 
with Affirmation of Baptism 

10:45am, Holy Communion 
with Affirmation of Baptism 

May 30 The Holy Trinity 8:00am, Holy Communion 10:45am, Holy Communion 

June 6 Pentecost 2 8:00am, Morning Prayer 
“Come, Let us Sing” setting 

10:45am, Holy Communion 
“Tree of Life” setting 

June 13 Pentecost 3 8:00am, Holy Communion 
“Tree of Life” setting 

10:45am, Morning Prayer 
“Come, Let us Sing” setting 

7:00pm, Holy Communion 
with Valparaiso Circuit congregations at St. Paul, Chesterton 
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NOTE: As always, it is VERY helpful if Assisting Ministers take the time to SIGN-UP themselves, rather than be scheduled by the office.  
If you would RATHER have the office “assign” you a time, please just let Becky Graef know. 

Assisting Ministers’ Schedule, May 2 — June 6 
� �
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PLANNING AHEAD  

 The current plan is to update the list 
regularly, at least twice a month, so that 
members can look ahead and plan ahead. 
 Take a look the next time you are in 
the narthex at “What’s Happening!!” in 
the next several months.  And then plan 
your calendar around those events. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 She 
also par-
ticipates in 
Campus 
Life, Na-
tional 
Honor 
Society, 
the 
Bridges 
Mentor 
program, 
and is a 
Cadet 
Teacher at 
Brummitt 
Elementary.  She has participated in 
Bocce and Spanish Clubs and played 
freshman basketball. 
 Elisa is a 10-year member of 4-H in 
the dog project, showing her dogs Abby 
and Mia.  In January of this year, she was 
named the Duneland Exchange Club Stu-
dent of the Month.  She is active in 
church, as an acolyte and member of the 
Youth Group Planning Council. 
 Elise plans to attend Purdue North 
Central this fall to pursue a degree in ele-
mentary education. 
Cora Grossnickle 
 Cora Lynn Grossnickle will be gradu-
ated from Valparaiso High School on 
June 3, 2010.  During her years at VHS, 
Cora has excelled in music, more specifi-
cally in violin, orchestra, piano, and 
voice. 

(See “Senior Bios,” page 7) 

 Every year someone who has a 
“FMLC connection” (a member, parents 
are members, etc.) graduates and takes the 
next step in their lives.   
 There are at least EIGHT graduates in 
this year’s FMLC class.  There may be 
more … Loretta Frank and Pastor Albers 
are still seeking names of those we will be 
recognizing at an event scheduled for 
Sunday, June 6, at 9:00am. 
 In the meantime, take a few moments 
to meet several of these graduates.  Some 
of them you will know very well, others 
you may not recognize (college can “age” 
a young person … and his or her parents). 
HIGH SCHOOL 
 There are at least three high school 
graduates whose families are a part of 
Faith Memorial congregation.  Meet a 
couple of them. 
Elise Gustafson 
 Elise, daughter of Tim and Debbie, 
graduates on June 4 from Chesterton High 
School.  While in high school, Elise was a 
varsity letter winner two years in soccer 
and four years in track.  As a sophomore, 
she was captain off the junior varsity soc-
cer team and was the Sportsmanship 
Award winner her junior year in Track. 
 Sharing her love of sports, Elisa vol-
unteers in the TOPSoccer Program and 
has assisted with the Special Olympics 
program. 
 Elise has been on the Honor Roll 
every semester for all four years of high 
school and has earned the distinction of 
Scholar Athlete, maintaining a 3.5 grade 
point average. 

FMLC GRADUATES 
First Class Graduates From High School and College 

Vacation Bible 
School 

July 5 — 9 
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Luke 24:50-53 
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help organize the work at a specific 
location. 
 In other words, without the efforts 
of FMLC members, the work of Re-
building Together Valparaiso would 
not take place. 
PROJECT #2 
 You can tell from looking around 
that Judy had once been a proud gar-
dener who worked hard to keep her 
yard and flower boxes in “tip top 
shape.”  However, she is now awaiting 
a heart transplant and must wear a 
“pump” powered by some rather heavy  
batteries that she must carry on a belt. 
 The Faith Memorial team joined 
together with volunteers from Dune-
land Resale Shop to clean up and clean 
out around Judy’s home.  Flower beds 
are cleaned up and have a more 
“finished” look, the flower boxes and 
other baskets include some beautiful 
flowers, and the shed doors are getting 
replaced. 
 Additionally, through a partner-

ship with Porter County 

(Continued from page 1) 
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BIBLE STUDIES 
In May: Keep on Keepin’ On 

 When it comes to the month of 
May “keep on keepin’ on” might be the 
theme when it comes to Bible Study at 
Faith Memorial. 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 
 Attendance on Sunday morning 
continues to exceed 20 participants.  
Pastor Albers will continue to lead a 
book study on the best-seller, “The 
Shack”  through the end of May. 
WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 
 Joy Martinsen and Pastor Albers 
continue to take a look “From Death to 
Birth: the Passion, Resurrection, and 
the Early Church in Luke-Acts”.  The 
two meet over a cup of coffee at Eve-
lyn Bay on N. Calumet Ave. 
THURSDAY MORNINGS 
 The group on Thursday mornings 
usually numbers four or five persons.  
For the rest of the season of Easter 
Pastor Albers will continue to lead a 
study of the gospel reading for the 
coming Sunday. 
 (The group regularly helps Pastor 
Albers prepare his sermon, or at least 
help expand on the theme.) 

us to celebrate, 
remember and 
fight back against 
cancer.  
 Call Deb Por-
ter about Relay for 
Life details.  Remember, 
you need not be a mem-
ber of the congregation to be a part of 
the Faith Memorial Relay for Life 
team, ANYONE can join! 

the event.  Everyone in attendance 
seemed ready to head out to a day of 
shopping at the Dress Barn. 
 Geri Dolezal and friends from the 
Great Lakes Sound Chorus added a few 
“finishing touches” to the event with 
songs that they are preparing for a con-
test they will be a part of next month. 
 In May, when we often take a step 
back and enjoy the beauty of our work, 
the Relay for Life team 
will be getting organized, 
helping the American 
Cancer Society, reaping 
the benefits of the show.  
All the funds raised will 
enable the ACS to con-
tinue to assist clients with 
education, transportation, 
wigs, etc. in their fight 
against cancer.  
 The Relay for Life 
event will be held May 21
-22 at Thomas Jefferson 
Middle School. Our team 
is now organizing.  Join 

(Continued from page 1) 
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REBUILDING DAYS  
Aging and Community Services Judy’s 
aging cooktop was replaced with a new 
unit. 
CARE ABOUNDS 
 In both cases Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans provided supplemental 
funding through their Care Abounds in 
Communities program.  Members of 
Faith Memorial who are also Thrivent 
members helped make the workday 
possible. 
 In the case 
of RT Valpa-
raiso, the $600 
of supplemental 
funding pur-
chased a few 
tools for the pro-
ject, as well as 
provided dump-
sters for six dif-
ferent locations. 
 In the case 
of RT Duneland, 
the $600 of sup-
plemental fund-
ing purchased 

David Pilz visits with Judy (the homeowner) about some of the 
work that was still waiting to be completed on her shed.  David 
Allwardt completed one door on workday and plans to complete 
the other as soon as possible.  

materials for the project in the 300 
block of Union Ave. as well as a 
dumpsters that was used by several of 
the other projects. 
 Rebuilding Together is the na-
tion’s leading nonprofit organization 
working to preserve affordable home-
ownership and revitalize neighbor-
hoods by providing extensive rehabili-
tation and modification services to 
those in need at no cost to those served.   

‘TIL AFTER FIVE  

Geri Dolezal (back row, 2nd from the left) and just a few of 
her Great Lakes Sounds friends entertain at the style show. 



7 

M
IS

S
IO

N
 A

N
D

 M
IN

IS
T

R
Y

:  U
pdates and inform

ation from
 F

M
LC

 M
inistry B

oard
s

 

 The disciples were thrilled.  They 
had their Lord back in their presence 
once again.  Since His resurrection, He 
had appeared to them and others sev-
eral times.  They were still a little con-
fused, though, when He talked about 
“wait[ing] for the gift [His] Father 
promised” (Acts 1:4), and, then, “He 
was taken up before their very eyes, 
and a cloud hid Him from their 
sight” (Acts 1:9). 
 You can imagine their bewilder-
ment.  He had died and been buried 
and then had risen from the dead!  He 
had walked among them and taught 
them again, and now He is taken up 
into the clouds.  No wonder they 
stood—probably with mouths agape—
looking into the sky where they had 
last seen Him. 
 It took “two men dressed in 
white” (Acts 1:10) to bring them back 
to their senses.  “’Men of Galilee,’” 
they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, 
Who has been taken from you into 
Heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen Him go into 
Heaven’” (Acts 1:11). 
 Back they went to Jerusalem.  
Their eyes were no longer on the 
clouds, but they were still looking at 
Jesus.  They waited.  They prayed.  
They chose another disciple.  And they 
waited some more—all the while look-
ing at Jesus. 
 To whom are you looking?  Yes, 
Jesus had ascended.  We can only 
imagine His joyful triumphant return 
as all the hosts of Heaven welcomed 
back the risen victorious Savior.  Be-
cause He is that Savior, because He is 
the “author and perfecter of our 
faith,” “let us fix our eyes on Je-
sus” (Hebrews 12:2).  Through His 
Word and Sacraments, He will lead us 
in His ways; He will teach us obedi-
ence and self-sacrifice; He will teach 
us love for our neighbors.   
 With joyful and generous hearts, 
we celebrate the new life that Easter 
brings us by sharing the message of the 
Cross and the Empty Tomb with all 
who listen.   
 Keep looking at Jesus until in 
Heaven you see him face to face! 

STEWARDSHIP 
THOUGHTS 

To whom  
are you looking? 

TEENS TO SENIORS DONATE 
FMLC Blood Drive Workers Respond to Recent Drive 

 This was my first opportunity to 
assist at a blood drive, now that I am 
retired from my job in the medical 
field. I was looking forward to help-
ing . It was a great experience, assist-
ing Myra Zasada and I plan to help 
with the next blood drive.   It was nice 
not to be the one wielding the needle!  
 I was impressed with the variety 
of people that came to donate: high 
school students, college students, 
housewives, professionals, retirees, 
church members and folks that had just 
been driving past and saw the sign. 
 I had a chance to engage them in 
conversation after they donated as I 
served them sloppy joes, chips, cook-

ies, and drinks. They had a variety of 
reasons … as varied as they were … as 
to why they donated blood, ranging 
from “I want to help” to “Donors are 
always needed” to “I want to do my 
part” to “it feels good to help” and, my 
personal favorite, “Because I can”.  
 All of the above are very good 
reasons.  What we need to remember 
as Christians is that we are God’s in-
struments, providing witness to him.  
We testify by doing these “good 
works” and are called by God to do so. 

Fran Marton 
 
 I always enjoy working on the 
blood drive. Giving blood for others so 

they may live is a great reward to 
me. My mom needed units of 
blood when she had cancer so I 
know how thankful the receivers 
are.  
 Giving blood only takes 
about an hour out of your day. In 
giving up an hour it gives relief 
to those relatives who have fam-
ily members in need of blood.   
 We had 17 people sign up to 
give but 13 where able. I want to 
thank Cindy and Fran for helping 
with the blood drive. Hopefully 
next time more church members 
will sign up to give so we can 
make our goal of 25 units. 
 Thanks. 

Myra Zasada 
Was that a “teen” or a “senior? 

 Sam has accepted a year long fel-
lowship from Aalen University in 
Aalen, Germany, where he will work 
with engi-
neering 
students 
translat-
ing. Sam 
will also 
be allowed 
to enroll in 
classes at 
Aalen.   
 Sam-
uel is the 
second 
child of Valparaiso University gradu-
ates Paul Grossnickle (‘82) and Mi-
chelle Bedell Grossnickle (‘81). 
 Watch for more bios in the June 
edition of THE FAITHFUL REPORTER. 

 Cora is planning to attend a local 
community college, Purdue North Cen-
tral, this Fall. She has not yet declared 

a major, but 
is very inter-
ested in some 
kind of 
health field 
such as den-
tistry or nurs-
ing. 
 Cora is 
the third born 
child of Paul 
and Michelle 
Grossnickle. 

Sam Grossnickle 
 Samuel Paul Grossnickle will be 
graduated from Valparaiso University, 
on May 16, earning his B.A. with a 
major in German and a minor in Music.   

(Continued from page 4) 

SENIOR BIOS 



Everything I need to know about life, I 
learned from Noah’s Ark .  
One : Don’t miss the boat.  
Two : Remember that we are all in the 
same boat.  
Three : Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when 
Noah built the Ark.  
Four : Stay fit. When you’re 600 years 
old, someone may ask you to do some-
thing really big.  
Five : Don’t listen to critics; just get on 
with the job that needs to be done.  
Six : Build your future on high ground.  
Seven : For safety sake, travel in pairs.  
Eight : Speed isn’t always an advantage. 
The snails were on board with the chee-
tahs.  
Nine : When you’re stressed, float a 
while. 
Ten : Remember, the Ark was built by 
amateurs; the Titanic by professionals.  
Eleven: No matter the storm, when you 
are with God, there’s always a rainbow 
waiting.  

REVITALIZATION, RE-VISIONING, RENEWAL 
Eleventh in a series: Your Presence Makes an Impact 
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A basketball in my hands is worth about $19.  
A basketball in Michael Jordan's hands is worth about $33 million.  

It depends on whose hands it's in! 
A baseball in my hands is worth about $6.  

A baseball in Roger Clemens' hands is worth $475 million.  
It depends on whose hands it's in! 

A tennis racket is useless in my hands.  
A tennis racket in Andre Agassi's hands  is worth millions.  

It depends on whose hands it's in! 
A rod in my hands  will keep away an angry dog.  
A rod in Moses' hands  will part the mighty sea.  

It depends on whose hands it's in! 
A slingshot in my hands is a kid's toy...  

A slingshot in David's hand is a mighty weapon..  
It depends on whose hands it's in! 

Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in my hands is a couple of fish sandwiches.  
Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in Jesus' hands will feed thousands.  

It depends on whose hands it's in! 
Nails in my hands might produce a birdhouse.  

Nails in Jesus Christ's hands will  Produce salvation for the entire world.  
It depends on whose hands it's in! 

As you see now, it depends whose hands it's in.  
So put your concerns,  

your worries, your fears,  
your hopes, your dreams,  

your families and your relationships in God's hands because...  
It depends on whose hands it's in! 

 This is the eleventh in a series of arti-
cles on our “revitalization” process that 
we undertook as a congregation earlier 
this year.  This is about what’s happening 
right now, and what is planned for the 
next several months. 
LAGGING ATTENDANCE 
 Although Pastor Albers and other 
leaders can put a “pretty face” on the real-
ity, one of the primary statistics that 
served as a “wake-up call” several years 
ago was worship attendance.   
 Over a period of about ten years wor-
ship attendance steadily increased.  By the 
end of 2000, an average of 150 persons 
were in worship each Sunday.  By the end 
of 2008 when the Revitalization Self-
Study was completed that figure was 105, 
a decrease of 30%. 
 Last year worship attendance contin-
ued to lag, dropping to an average of 101 
persons in worship each Sunday morning.  
The more troubling statistic was that in 
the last three months of 2009, worship 
attendance was closer to 94 persons in 
worship. 

WHAT DOES THIS 
MEAN? 
 What does all 
this mean?   
 Any one who 
does “event plan-
ning” will witness that 
there is such thing as 
“critical mass” when it comes to any pub-
lic gathering.  The same is true in wor-
ship. 
 “Staffing” a worship service is easier 
when the average attendance for that ser-
vice is 55 or more is much easier than if 
the average attendance is 45 or less. 
 “Newcomers” feel less apprehensive 
and less obvious and can be more natu-
rally “assimilated” into a larger group 
than one that seems “dangerously” small. 
 All this is to remind you that your 
presence makes an impact … in our wor-
ship and on our ability to welcome new-
comers, not to mention the impact (one 
prays) the worship service has on you — 
“worship, praise, and thanks to our God!” 

THE DIFFERENCE 
 Although the increases have not been 
dramatic and the sanctuary is far from full 
on Sunday morning, attendance in the first 
four months of 2010 has seen an increase 
as compared to the last several months of 
2009. 
 Worship attendance has averaged just 
over 106 persons each week.  In the same 
period last year, 103 persons were in wor-
ship each Sunday.  The difference is not 
as dramatic as some other trends. 
· Less-dramatic changes: In the first 

part of 2009 there were as few as 73 
people in worship two different Sun-
days.  So far in 2010 the fewest num-
ber of people in worship on a Sunday 
was 92 people, at that was on the first 
Sunday in January. 

· Balance: Many have noticed that 
there is more of a “balance” between 
the 8:00and 10:45am services.  Over 
the past several years the trend has 
been to a much larger 8:00am service 
as compared to 10:45am. 

If you have an interesting e-mail that you would like to share, send it to newsletter@faithmemorial.net. 

INTERESTING E-MAIL 
Email messages that were sent to Pastor Albers by church members and other friends included these.  

IT DEPENDS ON WHOSE HANDS IT’S IN  

NOAH’S ARK LESSONS  
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 Over the years many Faith Memorial 
members have also been very active as 
members of Thrivent Financial for Lu-
therans, the nation’s largest and most 
successful fraternal benefit society. 
A NEW PROGRAM  
 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has 
launched Thrivent ChoiceSM — a new 
charitable grant program and benefit of 
membership in the organization. 
 Thrivent Financial members 16 and 
older can help choose where Thrivent 
Financial distributes a portion of it schari-
table funds each year. 
VOTING EVENT NOW  
 Members can participate in the first 
Voting Event now.  It’s quick.  It’s easy.  
And it can make a big difference.  Help 
choose where Thrivent Financial distrib-
utes $1 million in outreach funds among 
10 Lutheran and non-Lutheran charities. 
 Each of 10 organizations will receive 
a portion of the $1 million, based on the 
percentage of votes it receives. 
 Learn more about these organizations 
and cast you vote at Thrivent.com/
choicevote.  Or, complete the reply card in 
the spring issue of Thrivent® magazine.  
Voting is open April 19 — May 21. 
 If more than 350,000 members vote, 
just 15% of membership, Thrivent Financial 
will distribute a bonus $1 million to these 
national organizations. 
 Because of this, a computer will be set 
up in the narthex on Sunday, May 9, and 
Sunday, May 16. 
 Voting Events are one part of the 
Thrivent Choice program.  The second 
component, Choice DollarsSM, will launch 
this summer. 

EVENT 
REMINDERS 

 Each month FMLC helps with 
services designed to bring word and 
sacrament ministry to those who can-
not attend worship regularly.   

WHISPERING PINES 
Service of the Word 

4th Sunday at 2:00pm 
PINES VILLAGE 

Holy Communion 
1st and 3rd Thursdays at 2:00pm 

(Pastor Albers leads on the 1st Thurs-
day.  A  pastor from Immanuel, Valpo 

leads on the 3rd Thursday.) 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
IN OUR CHURCH SCHEDULE 

Sunday, May 2, 5:00pm Congregational Finances 
Gathering Space Information and Update Session 

Tuesday, May 4, 6:30pm Congregational Finances 
Gathering Space Information and Update Session 

Thursday, May 13, 7:00pm Ascension Day 
 Festival Service of Holy Communion 
 at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Chesterton 

Sunday, May 16, 9:00am What’s Happening!! 
Gathering Space  

Tuesday, May 18, 6:00pm Shelter Volunteer Celebrati on 
 Sponsored by the Men’s Homeless Coalition  
 at Liberty Bible Chuch 

Friday-Saturday, May 21-22 Relay for Life 
TJ Middle School  

Sunday, May 23, 8:00am & 10:45am Pentecost Day 
Sanctuary Festival Services of Holy Communion 
 with Affirmation of Baptism 

Sunday, May 23, 3:00pm Stand Against Racism 
Porter County Courthouse Square with other area churches 

Sunday, June 6, 9:00am Graduate Recognition 
Gathering Space  

Sunday, June 6 — Saturday, June 12 Pastor Albers’ Va cation 
 with family in Branson, MO 

Sunday, June 20, 9:00am What’s Happening!! 
Gathering Space  

Sunday, June 27, 9:10am Birthday Celebration 
Gathering Space for Marlise Springsteen 

THRIVENT CHOICE 
Thrivent Members Participate in 

Spring Voting Event 

STAND AGAINST RACISM 
Pentecost Day Event to draw together Faith Communities 

 “We affirm that racism is sin.  As 
communities of faith we stand together 
against it.” 
 It’s a rather simple, almost under-
stated mission statement.  But the power, 
hopefully, will come through in its sim-
plicity. 
VALPARAISO DIVERSITY  
NETWORK 
 Several months ago Pastor Albers 
began meeting with a group of clergy 
from a diversity of denominational back-
grounds.  Although everyone involved is 
Christian, the group isn’t even limiting 
itself to Christian clergy. 
 They came together with a common 
purpose, to take some sort of stand to-
gether against the plague of racism, a 
plague that is much to obvious in commu-
nities in Northwest Indiana, including the 
Valparaiso community where many of 
these pastors lead congregations. 
 The group is only about a dozen or so 
strong, but represents a diversity of tradi-
tions: Disciples of Christ, United Church 

of Christ, Lutheran, Episcopal, and others 
including several non-denominational 
pastors. 
THE PLAN 
 On Sunday afternoon, May 23, this 
group of clergy will gather together, with 
what we hope are hundreds (if not a thou-
sand or more) church members from the 
congregations we serve. 
 The group will gather at the Porter 
County Courthouse beginning at 3:00pm 
where pastors and other church leaders 
will stand together and publically sign 
their names to the simple mission state-
ment they have already adopted.  They 
will then invite anyone in attendance to 
join them in doing the same. 
 The rather simple event will be fol-
lowed by a time of fellowship on the 
courthouse lawn so that the group might 
make it obvious how we intend to live. 
 The FMLC Board of Directors has 
adopted this mission statement and en-
courages church members to be a part of 
the event on May 23. 



THE FINANCIAL  REPORTER 
Projected through 4/30/2010 

BUDGET — 2010 
Year-to-date Income  $ 65,815.78 
2009 Year-to-date   $ 60,291.04 
Over/(under)  $ 5,524.74 
ORB funds transfer  $ 2,600.00* 
NET Over/(under)  $ 8,124.74 
To cover salary increases for 2010. 

Year-to-date Expenses  $ 80,200.86 
Year-to-date Budget  $ 87,188.68 
(Over)/under  $ 6,987.82 

Projected Net (Loss) ( $ 11,785.08)* 
More detailed reports of income and ex-
penses are available to those who would like 
to review them.  Send an email to of-
fice@faithmemorial.net or call 462-7684. 
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Board of Directors 
Update 

 The new Board of Directors met last 
on Tuesday, April 6.  It plans to meet 
again on Wednesday, May 5. 
 At its meeting on April 6 the direc-
tors first received reports from their two 
standing committees and then continued 
work on the development of Guiding 
Principles which have been a focus of 
their work over the past months. 
 The Elders and Finance Committees 
are both continuing to work.  Dave Pilz 
identified several areas where Pastor 
Albers has asked the Elders to provide 
assistance and advice, in accordance with 
the new structure.  The Finance Commit-
tee is continuing to work towards stabi-
lizing congregational finances. 
 The group agreed in general on the 
areas which should be the focus of our 
Guiding Principles: fellowship, educa-
tion, and evangelism/outreach.  President 
Jon Kilpinen had prepared some draft 
principles which will be finalized at the 
May 5 meeting. 
 The group also spoke at length about 
Accountability Principles which will be 
used to assess the Pastor and his work 
with the staff to achieve the goals related 
to the Guiding Principles.  The reviewed 
the difference between “mission” princi-
ples (their focus up to this point) as com-
pared to “boundary” principles and 
“accountability” principles. 
 The conversation was most helpful 
in creating consensus around that which 
is most important for the congregation in 
the coming 18 months or so. 
 The group also adopted the mission 
statement on racism of the Valparaiso 
Diversity Network which Pastor Albers 
presented.  (See “Stand Against Racism, 
page 9.) 

REVITALIZATION AND  
CONGREGATIONAL FINANCES: TAKE 2 
First four months continue to indicate some good news 

 Last month it was reported that our congregational finances were showing some 
measure of improvement.  We were still facing a significant deficit between income and 
expenses, but income was increasing much faster than expenses, a trend which contin-
ued through the end of April. 
ONE MONTH DOES NOT A YEAR MAKE 
 Actually, when compared to 2009, income for the month of April was a bit lower 
than in 2010, about $800 less (a drop of about 4% when compared to April, 2009).  
However, in 2009, March and April offerings showed a dramatic increase when com-
pared to the first two months of the year, while in 2010 offerings for the first four 
months of the year have remained very constant. 
 What does this mean?  For the first four months of 2010, 
“budget” offerings have increased by more than 9%, from just 
under $60,000 to more than $65,000.   
EXPENSES 
 There is even better news on the “expense” side of the budget, 
at least in the first four months of the year. 
 Several line items in the budget are much lower than  
during the same period last year, or lower than the 
amount budgeted. Some examples include: 
· Snow Removal was nearly $4,000 less in the first part of 2009 when compared to 

2010.  This was the result of a very good decision made last summer, when a ven-
dor offered to include one year of snow removal in the contract to re-seal the park-
ing lot, maintenance that was already needed. 

· Utilites cost have shown a decrease of $3,500 when compared to 2009 which is 
nearly $4,200 less than what was budgeted. 

· Tuition expenses have been reduced slightly, by $200 per month when compared 
to the amount budgeted.  This is due to a combination of conservative budgeting 
(which estimated a slightly higher amount that was needed) and a reallocation of 
Memorial Funds given in memory of Marilyn Krause.  (Most don’t realize that Les 
and Marilyn began cleaning the church when they enrolled their children at Im-
manuel Lutheran School decades ago.) 

 Overall, expenses in the first four months of 2010 have increased by about 1 1/2 % 
as compared to 2009.  Some of these are the result of some rather “big ticket” items.  
One in particular is that we now pay insurance quarterly instead of semi-annually.  In 
2009 the first insurance payment wasn’t made until May and the change to quarterly 
payments meant paying only three quarters in premiums in 2009.  In 2010 the premium 
for the first quarter was paid in January and the second at the end of April. 

Financial data is hidden in the online ver-
sion.  Members should contact the church 
office for the latest information. 

NEW CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
Appointed officers and committee members identified 

 On the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord (January 10) the following members of 
the New Board of Directors were installed: 

Jon Kilpinen, President 
David Pilz*, Vice-President and Elders Committee Liason 

Dorothy Kehe, Secretary 
Laura Frost, Finance Committee Liason 

 The Board of Directors also appointed the following officers and standing commit-
tee members who were installed on the Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord 
(February 14): 

Elders Committee 
Kent Eichstaedt & Paul Nord 

Finance Committee 
Bruce Lindner** & David Chambers, Treasurer 

 The Board of Directors also ratified the following appointment: 
Darlene Eichstaedt, Financial Secretary 

*Elders Committee Chairperson 
**Finance Committee Chairperson 



The Time of Easter 
The Season of Easter 

Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2, 2010 
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what 
You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Acts 11:1-18, God saves the Gentiles 
Psalm 148, Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven.  (Ps 
148:13) 
Revelation 21:1-7, New heaven, new earth 
John 16:12-22, The promised Spirit 
or John 13:31-35, Love one another 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 9, 2010 
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are right and by Your mer-
ciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen 

Acts 16:9-15, Lydia and her household are baptized. 
Psalm 67, Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!  (Ps 67:3) 
Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27, The Lamb is the light of God’s city 
John 16:23-33, I have overcome the world 
or John 5:1-9, Jesus heals on the Sabbath 

Ascension of Our Lord, May 13, 2010 
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and 
mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Acts 1:1-11, Jesus send the apostles 
Psalm 47, God has gone up with a shout. (Ps. 47:5) 
Ephesians 1:15-23, Seeing the risen and ascended Christ 
Luke 24:44-53, Christ present in all times and places 

Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 16, 2010 
O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of 
truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Acts 1:12-26, The lot falls on Matthias 
Psalm 133, Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! (Ps 133:1) 
Revelation 22:1-6 (7-11) 12-20, Blessed are those who wash their robes 
John 17:20-26, Christ’s prayer for his disciples 

Day of Pentecost, May 23, 2010 
O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in 
our day by the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Genesis 11:1-9, God destroys the tower of Babel 
Psalm 143, Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground!  (Ps 143:10) 
Acts 2:1-21, Filled with the Spirit 
John 14:23-31, The Spirit of Truth 

The Time of the Church 
Sundays after Pentecost 

The Holy Trinity — First Sunday after Pentecost, May 30, 2010 
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true 
faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversi-
ties; for You, 0 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31, Wisdom rejoices in the creation 
Psalm 8, O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  (Ps 8:9) 
Acts 2:14a, 22-36, God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ 
John 8:48-59, The Father glorifies Jesus 

��������	
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 This resource is provided so that the readings and other resources we use in worship each week might be used in your personal 
or family bible study.  Consider using these resources to prepare for worship or to review the lessons and other resources following 
worship.  Typically this page will include information for the current month plus one or two Sundays as space allows. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
May 

ANNIVERSARIES 
May 

 3 Ronald and Karen  25 years 
 5 Ken and Lois  54 years 
  Al and Dolores  59 years 
 9 Tom and Jane  40 years 
 11 Kurt and Brenda  11 years 
 16 Paul and Sherri  18 years 
 19 David and Myrna  26 years 
 21 Dale and Tamara  27 years 
  Greg and Karen  21 years 
 23 Sandor and Jane  46 years 
 25 Harold and Candace  42 years 
 28 David and Alexis  32 years 

 1 Drew J. 
 2 Dolores K. 
  Jenna K. 
  Micah N. 
 3 Alyssa D. 
  Connie P. 
 6 Clint D. 
  Jennifer K. 
  John S. 
 7 Roger M. 
 8 Dan K. 
  Marc-Anthony N. 
  Sherri N. 
  Stephanie S. 

 9 Bruce C. 
  Kieth H. 
 11 Marilyn L. 
 13 Nathan P. 
 15 Thomas N. 
 17 Katherine C. 
 19 Tamara B. 
 24 Matthew L. 
  August N. 
 25 Julia R. 
 26 Alyssa S. 
 29 David A. 

Did we miss one? 
Check the dates if you celebrate a birthday or anniversary this 
month.  Put a note on the desk in the church office or send a note 
to office@faithmemorial.net. 

Due to the privacy of personal information, 
last names are either abbreviated or elimi-
nated in the online version.  Members are 
encouraged to call the church office for com-
plete information. 


