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 Along with the “usual and ordinary” 
of Holy Week, one change in our plans 
has led to another opportunity.  Our Good 
Friday at 7:00pm will focus on the “Way 
of the Cross,” particularly SIX of the 
“stations” along the way. 
 These stations include: 
· Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 
· Jesus is judged by Pilate 
· Jesus is scourged and crowned with 

thorns 
· Jesus bears the cross 
· Jesus is Crucified 
· Jesus is placed in the tomb. 
PERSONAL MEDITATION 
 During Holy Week this year, between 
the hours of 3pm and 7pm, the narthex 
and sanctuary will be dedicated as a place 
for PERSONAL MEDITATION AND 
PRAYER.  Five “stations” will included 
devotional readings, scripture passages, 
and prayer. 
 The intention is that church members 
will not only take time out of their week 

(See “Way of the Cross,” page 4) 

WAY OF THE CROSS 
Take time out … invite others to do 

the same 

WHAT’S INSIDE 
Pastor’s Perspective … p. 2 
Small Group Activities … p. 2 
Thoughts from the Deaconess … p. 3 
Worship Schedule … p. 3 
Assisting Ministers’ Schedule … p. 4 
Swimming for Fun  … p. 4 
Kids’ Korner … p. 5 
Casas for Kids … p. 6 
Rebuilding Together  … p. 6 
Get to Know FMLC  … p. 7 
Passover Seder  … p. 7 
Stewardship Thoughts … p. 7 
Revitalization … p. 8 
Interesting E-mail … p. 8 
Special Events … p. 9 
The Financial Reporter … p. 10 
Board of Directors Update … p. 10 
Revitalization and Congregational     

Finances … p. 10 
Lectionary Focus … p. 11 
Celebrations! … p. 12 

 Holy Week and the Paschal Triduum 
are two of the busiest times of the church 
year.  There are NINE church services and 
special events in just eight days. 
HOLY WEEK  
 Holy Week begins with the Sunday 
of the Passion on Sunday, March 28.  
The Procession with Palms recreates in a 
way Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  
The reading of the Passion of Our Lord 
according to Luke, highlights the reality of 
Jesus’ suffering and death in a few days. 
 The Passover Seder Meal (Tuesday, 
March 30, 6:00pm) has been a traditional 
addition to Holy Week at FMLC for many 
years.  The meal is a demonstration of a 
traditional, modern-day Passover Seder 
Meal, the covenant meal of the Jewish 
people celebrating the deliverance of 
God’s people from slavery in Egypt.  It 
provides an interesting backdrop to our 
own covenant meal, the Lord’s Supper. 
Your friends and family are invited to join 
us, but reservations are necessary. 

PASCHAL TRIDUUM  
 The Paschal Triduum is the three holy 
days beginning with the liturgy on 
Maundy Thursday evening and continuing 
through the Festival of the Resurrection. 
 The Maundy Thursday liturgy on 
April 1 at 7:00pm begins with the Recon-
ciliation of the Penitents, including Indi-
vidual Absolution.  It is the first time clear 
words of absolution have been spoken 

(See “Holy Week and Easter,” page 9) 

HOLIEST OF WEEKS 
That speaks most clearly of God’s 

love in Christ 

 Every two seconds, someone in 
America needs blood.  You can help by 
donating blood, or asking a friend to do so. 
PLANS 
 The American Red Cross will be at 
Faith Memorial on Thursday, April 22nd.   
 Organizers Myra Zasada and Cindy 
Splitgerber have already indicated a goal 
of AT LEAST 25 units.  
 If you are able to give blood, make a 
point of finding time on Thursday, April 

22 to do so.  If you can not give blood, 
make a point of asking a friend or co-
worker to do so. 
 Based on previous experience, 25 
units of blood will require 30-35 partici-
pants willing to donate.  Thanks to some 
advances in testing, fewer donors are 
being turned away. Contact the church 
office to let us know that you or a friend 
is coming. 

“Give the Gift of Life–Donate Blood”  

BLOOD DRIVE JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
Adopt a personal “Give or Get” policy! 



A MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR! 
 “It’s a most wonderful time of the year!”  I can almost hear 
Andy Williams singing the tune.  Except, I would appear to be 
about three months “off” in my timing of such things.  Isn’t it a 
Christmas holiday/winter sort of song? 
 My insistence is that this time of year and that which we 
observe/celebrate during these days far out classes anything that 
is usual and ordinary during the “holidays” in December! 
OPPORTUNITY 
 I counted up the hours: we have the opportunity to be to-
gether in worship at least 8 hours between Passion Sunday and 
Easter Sunday.  Then this year Whispering Pines worship is on 
Passion Sunday afternoon (4th Sunday of the month) and Pines 
Village worship is on Maundy Thursday (1st Thursday of the 
month).  So if you join me for those events … add another hour 
and 15 minutes.   
 Then, of course, there is the other addition to Holy Week, 
that being the Passover Seder meal.  We begin about 6pm that 
evening and will finish the meal about 9pm.  In case you’re 
counting, that’s more than a dozen hours together in worship and 
prayer and praise and song. 
 In case you are interested, I am helping Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Valparaiso with their “Tre Ore” service on Good Fri-
day, about 20 minutes … one of the “words” from the cross. 
 Lots and lots of opportunity … plenty 
MOST WONDERFUL … REALLY? 
 How could I include Holy Week in the estimation of 
“wonderful”?  Easter, certainly … but Passion Sunday and 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday? 

���������	
����
�
�
���
WEDNESDAY WOMEN — The luncheons of the 
Wednesday Women are opportunities for informal fellowship.   
The group now will be meeeting for lunch at 11:30am on the 
first Wednesday of March, June, September, and December. 
Contact Linda Berner, 462-2774, if you would like to be 
included on her list of “regulars” to be called each quarter.   

Friends and family who are not an active part of the Faith 
Memorial family are WELCOME!  Please invite them to join 
the group. 
GRAPE CLUSTER — Members of the cluster gathered 
recently at the home of Bruce and Barb Kehe. Cluster mem-
bers should check their schedules for the next gathering of the 
cluster. 
Thanks, also, to cluster members who provided for the Lenten 
Soup Supper on Wednesday evening, March 10. 

WOMEN WANTING WISDOM — The group met last in 
February, but on the 2nd Wednesday (so as to avoid a conflict 
with Ash Wednesday.)  They concluded their discussion of 
“The Shack,” by William P. Young. 

The group does plan to meet again in April.  The “usual” date 
would be April 21, the third Wednesday.  However, be sure to 
check the Sunday morning Announcements for a schedule of 
the next gathering. 

YOUTH NEWS — Members of the Senior Youth Group 
continue to make plans for participation in the National 
Youth Gathering in the summer of 2010. 
The Dinner Dance on March 6th was a great success.  Plenty 
of good food, good fellowship, and good fun (especially on 
the dance floor).  The youth are currently selling candy and 
having “Stock Sales” so that members and friends can 
“invest” in individual youth as they help send them to the 
gathering this summer. 
The group is currently under the guidance of Debbie Schnei-
der with help from Deb Gustafson and a host of others.  A 
planning group meets on the FIRST Sunday of each month 
immediately following the 10:45am service to plan events. 
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 Answer: “The word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” 
 These words of St. Paul hit me most especially on the 
Wednesday evening before Holy Week.  They have served to re-
energize my spirit as I work to prepare for the ELEVEN different 
services and events I will lead in EIGHT days. 
MOST WONDERFUL … ABSOLUTELY! 
 These days are “most wonderful” for a host of reasons, not 
the least of which is the opportunity for fellowship with brothers 
and sisters in Christ, and the opportunity to receive into our fel-
lowship those who are otherwise on the “outside looking in.” 
 When you see other sisters and brothers in Christ, especially 
those you do not usually see … greet them fervently and give 
thanks for their presence with us.  When you see a “new” face, or 
one you do not usually see on a Sunday morning … greet them 
openly and receive them warmly. 
 These days not fit the category of the “hap-happiest season 
of all.”  Unless, of course, you see these days in their entirety and  
remember the culmination of that which we do in a matter of 
days — celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection! 
 That is my perspective of life among God’s people at Faith 
Memorial Lutheran Church.  What’s yours? 

Pastor John Albers 

Answer: “The word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God.” 



THOUGHTS FROM THE DEACONESS 
 “The Lord’s Prayer” 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. . . . 

 As one who struggles regularly with the issue of God’s will in my life (and I suspect that some 
of you do too), I found some thoughts by Martin Marty very helpful.  In his book “The Hidden Dis-
cipline”, Marty, using quotes from Martin Luther, shares his own unique view of praying this third 
petition.  His thoughts have put an entirely different angle on how I think about God’s will.  So, 
please indulge for this month in the thoughts of someone else, instead of mine.  I pray for those of 
you who also wrestle with God’s will, that Marty’s words may help you. 
 “Next time you pray this prayer, do not say, for once, “Thy WILL be done,” but “THY will be 
done.” This change of emphasis makes all the difference.  It also introduces an element of surprise 
into the most misused of all petitions.  How is this prayer usually regarded popularly?  Listen for a 
while and you will hear people pray it usually in a spirit of resignation or acquiescence. . . . Every-
day piety translates this prayer thus: “God, I wanted things my way, but they are not turning out that 
way.  So I shall turn them over to You, for Your competitive will has more power than mine and will 
probably have its way anyhow.” . . .In the background one hears the sweet organ tones and almost 
smells the overabundance of flowers in the funeral parlor: Thy will be done.  Our way is over.  I give 
up. 
 Not at all!  Here just about the opposite is implied if with Jesus we accent the three great 
“Thys” (thy name, thy kingdom, thy will) of His own prayer.  Instead of resignation, here is mili-
tancy; instead of acquiescence, here is a declaration of war.  Here the life of inner discipline erupts 
into external action, asking only that its acts be found consistent with God’s will.  In one sentence: to 
pray this third prayer is to invite trouble.  This prayer is to be shouted, not whimpered; to be an-
nounced, not whined; to be chanted, not tentatively breathed.   
 When the Lord’s Prayer is prayed, the Christian invites trouble. . . .The enemies of the good 
have nothing to fear from goodfellows, milquetoasts, and assorted well-meaning individuals.  They 
will quake in the presence of those in whose lives God is active, hallowing His name, breaking in 
with His kingdom.  The Christian lives in a besieged city, leads a besieged life.  Then he compounds 
the foolishness by inviting opposition as he calls God to be ranged with him in human history. . . 
Since “in heaven” God’s will no longer meets opposition, this prayer asks that the will of God, 
which will be done of itself, shall be done among us, that we participate in the activity of bringing its 
opposition to an end.  This is why the enemy is alerted to recognize it as a fighting word . . . . 
 When it is answered, the Christian can count on a majority of two.  One of two Christians, 
armed with this single petition, shall be our bulwark, against which the others shall dash themselves 
to pieces.  (Martin Luther)  This prayer breaks the will of the most powerful enemies of God.  THY 
will, not “Thy WILL,” be done.  Someone’s will is going to be done.  It may as well be God’s.” 

Becky Graef, Deaconess 

3 

SUBMISSIONS 
NECESSARY! 

Submissions of articles and 
news items are absolutely 
necessary for THE FAITHFUL  
REPORTER to be an efficient 
and helpful publication.  
Thanks to those who continue 
to submit regular articles.  
Each board chairperson and 
officer should consider 
submitting regular updates on 
the activity of his or her 
board or office.  Everyone is 
invited to participate. 

THE FAITHFUL REPORTER is the 
primary communication resource 
for the people of Faith Memorial 
Lutheran Church, Valparaiso, 
Indiana. 

–––––––––––––––––––– 
THE FAITHFUL REPORTER is 
published monthly throughout 
the year.  Officers, board 
chairpersons, and other members 
or friends of Faith Memorial are 
encouraged to submit articles on 
upcoming events, updates on 
congregation activities, and 
items of interest for our 
members and friends.  Deadline 
for submission of articles is the 
2nd last Tuesday of each month.  
Content of articles and other 
submissions must be in harmony 
with the mission of the 
congregation and serve to 
promote unity and fellowship 
among God’s people. 

–––––––––––––––––––– 
Editor: Rev. John M. Albers 
Church Secretary: Debbie Lamb 
 

Send address and other 
corrections to: 

THE FAITHFUL REPORTER 
753 N. Calumet Av. 

(Old Hwy. 49) 
Valparaiso, IN  46383-7903 

(219) 462-7684 
 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30am–3:30pm 
–––––––––––––––––––– 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Embraced by God  
through the Gospel  

of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
we share hope and healing 

within and throughout  
our community. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Unless otherwise noted, all services are from the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

 Day Time & Service Time & Service 

March 28 Passion Sunday 8:00am, Holy Communion 
with Procession with Palms 

10:45am, Holy Communion 
with Procession with Palms 

April 1 Maundy Thursday 7:00pm, Holy Communion, with Stripping of the Altar 

April 2 Good Friday 3:00pm, Liturgy of the Cross 7:00pm, Stations of the 
Cross 

April 3 Holy Saturday 7:00pm, Great Vigil of Easter 

April 4 Easter Sunday 8:00am, Holy Communion 
Festival Service 

10:45am, Holy Communion 
Festival Service 

April 11 Easter 2 8:00am, Holy Communion 10:45am, Morning Prayer 
with Paschal Blessing 

April 18 Easter 3 8:00am, Morning Prayer 
with Paschal Blessing 

8:00am, Holy Communion 

April 25 Easter 4 8:00am, Holy Communion 10:45am, Morning Prayer 
with Paschal Blessing 

May 2 Easter 5 8:00am, Morning Prayer 
with Paschal Blessing 

8:00am, Holy Communion 

May 9 Easter 6 8:00am, Holy Communion 10:45am, Morning Prayer 
with Paschal Blessing 
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NOTE: As always, it is VERY helpful if Assisting Ministers take the time to SIGN-UP themselves, rather than be scheduled by the office.  
If you would RATHER have the office “assign” you a time, please just let Becky Graef know. 

Assisting Ministers’ Schedule, March 28 — May 2 
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WAY OF THE CROSS 

to spend time in personal meditation and 
prayer, but they would invite friends and 
family to do the same. 
 All but the last station focuses on one 
of the prints on the walls of the narthex.  
They are a familiar fixture, but might oth-
erwise be missed by members. 
 This year is intended as a “get organ-
ized” sort of year.  Pastor Albers and Dea-
coness Graef hope to expand the plans 
next year and more intentionally advertise 
the opportunities to the public, maybe 
even adding stations … unique sculpture 
or other art as a reminder of one more stop 
along the “way of the cross.” 

(Continued from page 1) 

begins in late May (although practices 
begin already in the middle of April).   
 Although a schedule for the spring/
summer season has not been posted, 
check www.duneswim.org for a schedule 
which should be posted by the end of 
April. 
 Ask Penny about swimming the next 
time you see her in church on Sunday! 

 Penny Lawrence may be one of the 
newest faces around Faith Memorial, but 
isn’t new to the pool at Chesterton Middle 
School and her teammates with the Dune-
land Swim Club. 
 Penny practices every day after 
school for nearly 1 1/2 hours and at the 
end of practice, “I’d rather keep swim-
ming!” she says with a smile. 
 She currently swims as a part of the 
100-meter medley relay team, 
swimming the anchor 
“freestyle” leg.  She also com-
petes alone in the 25-meter 
freestyle, the 25-meter butter-
fly, the 25-meter backstroke, 
and the 50-meter freestyle.  
Soon, when she gets to the 9-10 
age-group, the lengths double, 
to a minimum of 50-meters. 
 The Duneland Swim Club 
is one of the largest and most 
successful swim clubs in NW 
Indiana, winning the conference 
meet most every year since its 
organization some 25 years ago. 
 Penny just barely missed 
qualifying for the division swim 
meet, which is one of her goals 
for this coming season which 

SWIMMING FOR FUN AND COMPETITION 
Penny’s been in the pool since she was a baby 

Penny takes a break during a recent practice 
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John 20:1-18 
Mary Magdalene was sad because Jesus had died and someone had taken the body.  
She did not yet know that Jesus had been raised from the dead.  See how happy she is 
to know that He is ALIVE! 
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CASAS FOR KIDS: FROM HOUSE TO HOPE 
Learn more about the undertaking of VU students on April 18 

 The effects of a healthy home for 
kids that otherwise would not have one 
are exponential. Kids raised in CICRIN 
foster homes will have an opportunity 
to enter their society as healthy and 
strong individuals that can give back to 
their community and country. 
2010 GOALS 
 The goals of the 2010 WRC: 
"Casas for Kids: From House to Hope" 
are threefold: 
· First, SALT has set a monetary goal 

of $12,500 to be raised by May 
2009, which will be used to fund the 
foster home Los Angeles, Nicaragua.  

· Second, SALT is seeking to educate 
VU and the Valparaiso community 
about the culture and chilndren of 
Nicaragua (specifically the Ometepe 
island), and the effects of being par-
entless.  

· Finally, SALT hopes to equip and 
inspire student leaders to become 
lifelong activists.  

 Your congregation can get in-
volved in Casas for Kids! Some con-
gregations choose to hold free will 
donations to support the cause. Others 
display information about the project 
and encourage their members to donate 
individually. We would appreciate any 
and all involvement you choose to take 
on. If you have questions about how to 
support the WRC, you can email 
Abby.Lange@valpo.edu. You can also 
learn more about the 2009 WRC by 
visiting http://www.valpo.edu/chapel/
salt/index.php. 

 As the world around us grows in-
creasingly more interconnected, we are 
called to tend to the needs of our broth-
ers and sisters around the globe, and to 
be messengers of peace and under-
standing.  
INTRODUCING “SALT” 
 This year, the Social Action Lead-
ership Team (SALT) of Valparaiso 
University would like to share with you 
an opportunity to imagine a brighter 
future for the orphan children of Los 
Angeles on Ometepe Island in Nicara-
gua. 
 SALT is a Spirit-led social justice 
organization in which students engage 
in education and action as we prepare 
to be change agents in the world. Each 
year, SALT picks a self-sustaining 
project and aspires to raise 
$12,000 - $15,000 to 
assist the chosen 
“World Relief Cam-
paign” (WRC).  
 Last year, along 
with the help of our part-
ners, SALT raised over $16,000 
to fund “Shui 2 Go! Pipeline to the 
People,” a project in the Yunnnn Prov-
ince of China, which funded the con-
struction of a sustainable water well 
providing water to over 1,000 people 
for a garunteed 30 years, and a prob-
able 50. 
CASAS FOR KIDS 
 SALT is excited to announce the 
2010 WRC: Casas for Kids: From 
House to Hope! This campaign will 
benefit children in the village of Los 
Angeles on Ometepe Island in Nicara-
gua. SALT will fund the construction 
of a house to be used as a foster home 
for four to five children at a time in the 
village of Los Angeles.  

 Additionally, the foster home will 
provide a home for many generations 
of children in the future. The name of 
our project was inspired by the Spanish 
word for house, “casa.”  
 SALT will be working in coopera-
tion with Praxis Center and CICRIN 
Orphanage in Los Angeles to carry out 
this fund raising campaign and educate 
the Valparaiso community about the 
impact that a consistent and loving 
home can have on a growing child. 
 Children have been placed at CIC-
RIN’s orphanage because of a variety 
of family situations including death or 
abandonment by parents because of 
war, disease and poverty and physical 
and sexual abuse. Many of the children 

came as very young infants 
and are now adoles-

cents, making CIC-
RIN the only lov-
ing home they 
have ever known.  

 However, the 
stability of their home 

life is under some kind of 
threat at the present time, due to a new 
government plan to CLOSE all orphan-
ages and place children back with their 
families.  
 Since placing the children back 
with their biological families is usually 
not a viable or healthy option, CICRIN 
has decided that the best plan to main-
tain the children’s emotional and social 
stability is for them to try to build 
small single family homes on the or-
phanage’s own land, where couples 
selected by CICRIN could serve as 
government-approved foster families 
for the children, thus keeping continu-
ity with the safe and nurturing environ-
ment the kids have known at CICRIN.  

 Faith Memorial teams are forming 
for workdays on April 17 (Valpo) and 
April 24 (Duneland) Rebuilding Days. 
 On April 16-17 Faith Memorial 
members help to staff the “tool crib” at 
the Bus Barn on Washington St. in 
Valparaiso. 
 On April 24, our team will work 
on the home of Judith Guriel near 
Bailley School.  Lots of opportunity to 
basic clean-up and work on planting 
flowers.  (No poison ivy!) 
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Come learn  
more at: 

WHAT’S HAPPENING!! 
on 

Sunday, April 18 
9:00am 

REBUILDING 
TOGETHER 

Teams forming for Valpo 
and Duneland Workdays 

“RUN FOR SHELTER” 5-K RUN 
When: Saturday, April 10 
Registration begins at 9am 

Where: VU Chapel 
Cost: $20.00 

 
 

 
 The race starts at 10:00am. There 
will be music, food and water, and all 
participants will receive a "Run For 
Shelter" SALT T-Shirt. Pre-registration 
is only $15.  
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 The six-week season of Lent 
draws to a close.   
· We have heard our Savior’s prayer 

for Himself, His disciples, and all of 
us (John 17).   

· We have been distressed by the dis-
ciples’ betrayal (Mark 14:50).   

· We have been horrified by the treat-
ment Jesus, an innocent man, re-
ceived at the hands of His own peo-
ple and the Roman governor and his 
soldiers.   

· Our minds have heard the cries, 
“Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!” (Luke 
23:21).   

· Up the hill to Calvary we have 
trudged with the King of Kings 
where He was placed on a cross like 
any criminal, where He spoke words 
of compassion for others and asked 
for forgiveness for His enemies, 
where He died for our sins.   

 We have sat, dejected, like His 
followers of old – but not quite, for we 
have an advantage.  We know how the 
story ends! 
 It ends with Easter!  Yet it is not 
an ending but a beginning!  We race to 
the tomb with Peter and John (John 
20:3-9) and rejoice that “He is not 
here; He has risen!” (Luke 24:6).  
Like the women who were the first to 
learn of this most miraculous, most 
marvelous, most salutary event, we run 
to tell others.  We want to share this 
Good News.   
 We know it’s hard to believe.  
Like Paul says, “Very rarely will any-
one die for a righteous man, though for 
a good man someone might possibly 
dare to die.  But God demonstrates His 
own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners Christ died for 
us” (Romans 5:7-8).  And lives for us!  
“Do you believe this?”  Jesus asked 
Martha, and with her we confidently 
answer, “I believe that [He] is the 
Christ, the Son of God, Who was to 
come into the world” (John 11:24-27).  
 “Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.  Thanks be to God!  He gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Therefore, my dear brothers, 
stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Al-
ways give yourselves fully to the work 
of the Lord, because you know that 
your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain” (1 Corinthians 15:54, 57-58).  

STEWARDSHIP 
THOUGHTS 
End of the Story? 

ANNUAL PASSOVER SEDER 
Tuesday, March 30 

6:00pm 
The Passover Seder Meal celebrates the rescue of God’s people from 
slavery in Egypt. We celebrate this covenant meal of the Jewish peo-
ple which also gives us a look at the roots of our own covenant meal, 
the Lord's Supper. In the midst of Holy Week it serves as a reminder 

of our rescue from the slavery to sin and death.  Pastor Albers, 
Debra, and their family host the meal each year.  Indicate your inten-

tion to attend on the sign-up sheet in the narthex. 

GET TO KNOW FAITH MEMORIAL 
Through the Eyes of Winking Luther 

 Debra Albers is serving as Director of Formation for Faith Memorial.  For 
those who are unfamiliar with the concept, it is, essentially, “re-thinking” what 
used to be involved with confirmation and adult instruction. 
 This winter and spring Pastor Albers and Debra have been working on ideas 
for both the confirmation ministry (for junior youth) and for adults who are new to 
Faith Memorial or, maybe, to the church. 
 In place of the “same-old, same-old”, they decided to host a “kick-off” event 
at their home on Sunday, April 11, beginning at 4:30pm.  Including dinner, con-
versation, an introduction to “The Lutheran Course,” and a short service of Hol-
den Evening Prayer (gathered around the piano in the music room). 
 As the advertisement below says so well, the event is designed for “new Lu-
therans, old Lutherans, and anyone in between!” 
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REVITALIZATION, RE-VISIONING, RENEWAL 
Tenth in a series: Recruitment 
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I showered and shaved I adjusted my tie. 
I got there and sat in a pew just in time. 
Bowing my head in prayer as I closed my eyes 
I saw the shoe of the man next to me 
 touching my own. I sighed. 
With plenty of room on either side 
 I thought, ‘Why must our soles touch?’ 
It bothered me, his shoe touching mine 
 but it didn’t bother him much. 
 
A prayer began: ‘Our Father’ 
 I thought, ‘This man with the shoes, has no pride. 
They’re dusty, worn, and scratched. 
 even worse, there are holes on the side!’ 
‘Thank You for blessings,’ the prayer went on. 
The shoe man said A quiet ‘Amen.’ 
I tried to focus on the prayer 
 But my thoughts were on his shoes again. 
Aren’t we supposed to look our best. 
 When walking through that door? 
‘Well, this certainly isn’t it,’ 
 I thought, Glancing toward the floor.. 
 
Then the prayer was ended And the songs of praise began. 
The shoe man was certainly loud Sounding proud as he sang. 
His voice lifted the rafters His hands were raised high. 
The Lord could surely hear. The shoe man’s voice from the sky. 
It was time for the offering And what I threw in was steep. 
I watched as the shoe man reached Into his pockets so deep. 
I saw what was pulled out What the shoe man put in. 
Then I heard a soft ‘clink’ As when silver hits tin. 
The sermon really bored me To tears, and that’s no lie. 
It was the same for the shoe man For tears fell from his eyes. 

 This is the ninth  in a series of articles 
on our “revitalization” process that we 
undertook as a congregation earlier this 
year.  This is about what’s happening 
right now, and what is planned for the 
next several months. 
CHALLENGES 
 The small group met again on Sun-
day, March 21 … the group of FMLC 
staff persons, both paid and unpaid.  The 
ultimate goal is to “get organized for min-
istry at Faith Memorial.”   
 There are two main challenges that 
the group is facing: 
1. Ministry continues.  That is, the minis-

try of the congregation, including many, 
many activities and possibilities are 
continuing.  We cannot just “stop” and 
get all of the planning completed and 
then say “start” and make everything 
happen. 

 A new Organiza-
tional Chart is being 
developed.  It sur-
prises no one that 
there are plenty of 
“Vacant” slots that 
need to be filled if we 
are going to be truly ef-
fective in ministry going forward. 
 Some of these vacant slots will be 
providing oversight for large areas of 
ministry.  In other cases these vacancies 
are for very specific tasks. 
 More details will be ready following 
the next STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
MEETING.  The meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, April 11, at noon.  Speak with 
Pastor Albers and/or be ready to say “yes” 
to his invitation to join the effort.  If you 
would just like to know more, plan to join 
the group. 

2. The Guiding Principles that are in-
tended to provide the “big picture” for 
our work are still being developed by 
the Board of Directors.   

 The good news is that we knew both 
of these things going in to this new year.  
And we knew that these realities would 
continue to hamper the efforts of the staff 
to “make ministry happen.” 
 However, the group continues to 
meet, about once every three weeks or so, 
on Sunday afternoon, for about 90 min-
utes, beginning at noon. 
RECRUITMENT 
 The next major challenge Pastor 
Albers and the group will face is 
“recruitment.”  There will be a definite 
move in the coming months AWAY from 
“volunteer sign-up” to “recruitment” of 
individuals to help with a specific activity 
or complete a task. 

If you have an interesting e-mail that you would like to share, send it to newsletter@faithmemorial.net. 

INTERESTING E-MAIL 
Email messages that were sent to Pastor Albers by church members and other friends included this one.  

SHOES IN CHURCH 
At the end of the service As is the custom here. 
We must greet new visitors, And show them all good cheer. 
But I felt moved somehow 
 And wanted to meet the shoe man. 
So after the closing prayer I reached over and shook his hand. 
He was old and his skin was dark And his hair was truly a mess. 
But I thanked him for coming For being our guest. 
 
He said, ‘My name is Charlie I’m glad to meet you, my friend.’ 
There were tears in his eyes But he had a large, wide grin. 
‘Let me explain,’ he said Wiping tears from his eyes. 
‘I’ve been coming here for months 
 And you’re the first to say ‘Hi.’’ 
‘I know that my appearance ’Is not like all the rest. 
‘But I really do try ’To always look my best.’ 
‘I always clean and polish my shoes’ 
 Before my very long walk. 
‘But by the time I get here They’re dirty and dusty, like chalk.’ 
 
My heart filled with pain And I swallowed to hide my tears. 
As he continued to apologize For daring to sit so near 
He said, ‘When I get here I know I must look a sight. 
‘But I thought if I could touch you 
 Then maybe our souls might unite.’ 
 
I was silent for a moment Knowing whatever was said 
Would pale in comparison I spoke from my heart, not my head. 
‘Oh, you’ve touched me,’ I said ‘And taught me, in part; 
‘That the best of any man Is what is found in his heart.’ 
The rest, I thought, This shoe man will never know. 
Like just how thankful I really am 
 That his dirty old shoe touched my soul. 
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since Ash Wednesday.  The liturgy ends 
with the Stripping of the Altar and the 
preparation of the chancel for Good Fri-
day. 
 Two services mark the Paschal Day 
of Our Lord’s Death, Good Friday, 
April 2 .  The Liturgy of the Cross at 
3:00pm begins at the traditional hour of 
our Lord’s death and serves to focus our 
eyes more clearly on the cross of Christ, 
his suffering, and his death, to pay the 
punishment for our sins.  The Passion 
According to St. John, the traditional Bid-
ding Prayer, the Veneration of the Cross, 
and the Reproaches – all of these ele-
ments serve to bring the reality of the 
cross into our lives.   
 The new Way of the Cross liturgy 
begins at 7:00pm and will focus our at-
tention on Christ’s suffering, death, and 
burial.  During the service, the light in the 
sanctuary is slowly eliminated and, fi-
nally, the light representing Christ is re-
moved from the church. 

EASTER 
 The services that mark the Festival 
of the Resurrection begin on Saturday, 
April 3, 7:00pm, with the Great Vigil of 
Easter and continues on Sunday morn-
ing, April 4, with two FESTIVAL SER-
VICES, at 8:00am and 10:45am.  Al-
though the times of the services are “as 
usual,” there is nothing “usual” about 
these services.   
 These services are the pinnacle to 
which everything else since Passion Sun-
day, and even before, has been building – 
the celebration of the victory of life over 
death, of joy over sorrow, of God’s love 
over the power of sin. 
 Indeed, as we will proclaim on that 
day, “This is the day the Lord has made, let 
us rejoice and be glad in it! 

(Continued from page 1) 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER  

EVENT 
REMINDERS 

 Each month FMLC helps with 
services designed to bring word and 
sacrament ministry to those who can-
not attend worship regularly.   

WHISPERING PINES 
Service of the Word 

4th Sunday at 2:00pm 
PINES VILLAGE 

Holy Communion 
1st and 3rd Thursdays at 2:00pm 

(Pastor Albers leads on the 1st Thurs-
day.  A  pastor from Immanuel, Valpo 

leads on the 3rd Thursday.) 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
IN OUR CHURCH SCHEDULE 

Sunday, March 28, 8am & 10:45am Passion Sunday 
Sanctuary Holy Communion with Procession with Palms 

Sunday, March 30, 6:00pm Passover Seder 
Fellowship Hall  

Thursday, April 1, 7:00pm Maundy Thursday 
Sanctuary Holy Communion with Stripping of the Altar 

Friday, April 2, 3:00pm & 7:00pm Good Friday 
Sanctuary Liturgy of the Cross at 3:00pm 
 Way of the Cross at 7:00pm 

Saturday, April 3, 7:00pm Holy Saturday 
Sanctuary Great Vigil of Easter 

Sunday, April 4, 8am & 10:45am Resurrection of Our Lord 
Sanctuary Festival Services of Holy Communion 
 with Easter Breakfast at 9:30am 

Sunday, April 11, 12:00pm Staff Development 
Confirmation Classroom  

Sunday, April 11, 4:30pm New Member 
Albers’ Home Orientation/Instruction 

Friday-Saturday, April 16-17 Rebuilding Together Va lparaiso 
VU Student Union at Bus Barn on Washington St. in Valparaiso 

Sunday, April 18, 3:00pm Circuit Convocation 
VU Christ College Refectory Featuring Dr. Gilbert Meilander 

Thursday, April 22, 3:00pm Red Cross Blood Drive 
Gathering Space  

Saturday, April 24 Rebuilding Together Duneland 
Chesterton High School 320 Union Ave, Chesterton 

Sunday, April 25, 3:30pm Relay for Life Style Show 
Gathering Space Styles by the Dress Barn 

Sunday, May 2, 5:00pm Congregational Finances 
Gathering Space Information and Update Session 

Tuesday, May 4, 6:30pm Congregational Finances 
Gathering Space Information and Update Session 

Friday-Saturday, May 21-22 Relay for Life 
TJ Middle School  

Sunday, May 23, 8:00am & 10:45am Pentecost Day 
Sanctuary Festival Services of Holy Communion 
 with Affirmation of Baptism 
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THE FINANCIAL  REPORTER 
Projected through 3/31/2010 

BUDGET — 2010 
Year-to-date Income  $ 48,183.28 
2009 Year-to-date   $ 41,977.06 
Over/(under)  $ 6,206.22 
ORB funds transfer  $ 2,600.00* 
NET Over/(under)  $ 8,806.22 
To cover salary increases for 2010. 

Year-to-date Expenses  $ 59,154.23 
Year-to-date Budget  $ 65,310.26 
(Over)/under  $ 6,156.03 

Projected Net (Loss) ( $ 8,370.95)* 
Actual Net Loss for 2009 had previously 
been reported at about $29,000 with a Gen-
eral Fund debt of about $85,500.  Numerous 
corrections have resulted in new figures: 

Actual Net Income (Loss) ( $ 28,510.44) 
General Fund Debt ( $ 88,448.39) 
More detailed reports of income and ex-
penses are available to those who would like 
to review them.  Send an email to of-
fice@faithmemorial.net or call 462-7684. 
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Board of Directors 
Update 

 The new Board of Directors met last 
on Tuesday, March 23.  It plans to meet 
again already in early April. 
 At its meeting on March 23 the di-
rectors spent a good amount of time act-
ing on recommendations from the Fi-
nance Committee.  These recommenda-
tions dealt with: 
· Approving a quarterly amount for 

missions that is similar to 2009, but 
sent in four quarterly installments 
rather than one amount at the end of 
the year. 

· Acting on a series of recommenda-
tions designed to ‘clean up’ the way 
we deal with General Fund deficit 
spending (more details will follow in 
the coming months). 

· Acting on a recommendation con-
cerning the General Fund debt and 
setting a “ceiling” so that action must 
be taken by the board before actual 
expenses can exceed that amount. 

 They also received a preliminary 
report from the Finance Committee fol-
lowing a series of small group meetings 
with congregation members.  (Three ad-
ditional meetings are planned for April 
and May.) 
 The board continued it’s discussion 
on new Guiding Principles and how they 
will be identifying the best ways to hold 
Pastor Albers and his leadership team 
accountable for ministry at Faith Memo-
rial. 

REVITALIZATION AND  
CONGREGATIONAL FINANCES 

First budget report of 2010 shows dramatic improvement 
 At the end of March last year those who were “in the know” were already con-
cerned about the state of congregational finances and our ability to pay basic expenses 
for supporting the ministry of the congregation.  That has changed dramatically! 
2009 vs. 2010 
 In 2009 income in the first quarter of the year was the lowest it had been in a dec-
ade and expenses were increasing, albeit slowly.  The net difference between income 
and expenses was closing in on $17,000.  
 In 2010 income in the first quarter of the year is much closer to “normal” levels 
needed to support ministry.  With one Sunday remaining in the quarter, income has 
already exceed the amount for the first quarter of last year.  (God 
be praised!)  Expenses, on the other hand, have been kept to 
about the same as last year, even though some line items 
showed dramatic increases (e.g. tuition and insurance).  The net 
result is a first quarter deficit that is less than one half of last year’s 
deficit, about $8,400. 
 (By the way, there has been only ONE year in the 
past decade that there has been no deficit in the first 
quarter.  It’s “usual” size has been about $6,000.) 
BIG STONES vs. SMALL STONES 
 Those who have already hear the Finance Committee presentation will recognize 
the “big stone” vs. “small stone” imagery.  The finance committee estimates that with 
no dramatic change in the way we “do business”, we would end 2010 with another 
large deficit, about $28,000. 
 The committee’s first challenge: identify the size of the biggest “stone” that can 
help fill the deficit “bucket.”  So far responses from membership indicate increased 
giving of at least $12,000 (the size of the biggest “stone).   
 The committee is also looking at smaller “stones”, expense reductions and unique 
income opportunities.  The goal remains: eliminate the deficit as soon as possible while 
facilitating the revitalization of the ministry we share. 

Financial data is hidden in the online 
version.  Members should contact the 
church office for the latest information. 

NEW CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
Appointed officers and committee members identified 

 On the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord (January 10) the following members of 
the New Board of Directors were installed: 

Jon Kilpinen, President 
David Pilz*, Vice-President and Elders Committee Liason 

Dorothy Kehe, Secretary 
Laura Frost, Finance Committee Liason 

 The Board of Directors also appointed the following officers and standing commit-
tee members who were installed on the Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord 
(February 14): 

Elders Committee 
Kent Eichstaedt & Paul Nord 

Finance Committee 
Bruce Lindner** & David Chambers, Treasurer 

 The Board of Directors also ratified the following appointment: 
Darlene Eichstaedt, Financial Secretary 

*Elders Committee Chairperson 
**Finance Committee Chairperson 

PARKING LOT FUND UPDATE 
Debt as of Sept. 2009 ( $ 6,265) 
Contributions in last quarter of 2009  $ 4,500 
Contributions in first quarter of 2010  $ 1,530 
CURRENT DEBT BALANCE ( $ 235) 
 

And, since the re-sealing contract included snow removal, our 
budget was almost nothing when compared to previous years. 



The Time of Easter 
The Season of Easter 

Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2, 2010 
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what 
You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Acts 11:1-18, God saves the Gentiles 
Psalm 148, Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven.  (Ps 
148:13) 
Revelation 21:1-7, New heaven, new earth 
John 16:12-22, The promised Spirit 
or John 13:31-35, Love one another 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 9, 2010 
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are right and by Your mer-
ciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen 

Acts 16:9-15, Lydia and her household are baptized. 
Psalm 67, Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!  (Ps 67:3) 
Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27, The Lamb is the light of God’s city 
John 16:23-33, I have overcome the world 
or John 5:1-9, Jesus heals on the Sabbath 

Ascension of Our Lord, May 13, 2010 
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and 
mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Acts 1:1-11, Jesus send the apostles 
Psalm 47, God has gone up with a shout. (Ps. 47:5) 
Ephesians 1:15-23, Seeing the risen and ascended Christ 
Luke 24:44-53, Christ present in all times and places 

Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 16, 2010 
O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of 
truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Acts 1:12-26, The lot falls on Matthias 
Psalm 133, Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! (Ps 133:1) 
Revelation 22:1-6 (7-11) 12-20, Blessed are those who wash their robes 
John 17:20-26, Christ’s prayer for his disciples 

Day of Pentecost, May 23, 2010 
O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in 
our day by the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Genesis 11:1-9, God destroys the tower of Babel 
Psalm 143, Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground!  (Ps 143:10) 
Acts 2:1-21, Filled with the Spirit 
John 14:23-31, The Spirit of Truth 

The Time of the Church 
Sundays after Pentecost 

The Holy Trinity — First Sunday after Pentecost, May 30, 2010 
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true 
faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversi-
ties; for You, 0 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31, Wisdom rejoices in the creation 
Psalm 8, O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  (Ps 8:9) 
Acts 2:14a, 22-36, God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ 
John 8:48-59, The Father glorifies Jesus 
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 This resource is provided so that the readings and other resources we use in worship each week might be used in your personal 
or family bible study.  Consider using these resources to prepare for worship or to review the lessons and other resources following 
worship.  Typically this page will include information for the current month plus one or two Sundays as space allows. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
April 

ANNIVERSARIES 
April 

 4 Ken and Jane  57 years 
 10 Tom and Sandy  28 years 
 16 Dan and Cynthia  35 years 
 22 John and Joanne  27 years 

 2 Carl C. 
 5 Karen C. 
 8 Kurt K. 
 9 Michael E. 
  Melinda R. 
  Madelyne T. 
 10 Sandra W. 
 11 Audri D. 
 12 Lee B. 
 13 Anne L. 

 14 Annaliese B. 
  Evan S. 
 16 Matthew D. 
 18 Matt F. 
 19 Roxanne G. 
 20 Maryssa C. 
 21 Richard W. 
 22 Jane S. 
 27 Sean A. 
 28 Heather C. 

Did we miss one? 
Check the dates if you celebrate a birthday or anniversary this 
month.  Put a note on the desk in the church office or send a note 
to office@faithmemorial.net. 

Due to the privacy of personal information, 
last names are either abbreviated or elimi-
nated in the online version.  Members are 
encouraged to call the church office for com-
plete information. 


